Weekly stakeholder update
This week we have seen more and more areas going into local lockdown, as the
number of coronavirus cases has been on the rise in certain places across the
country. This has included the greater Manchester lockdown spreading to the city
centre. Although we haven’t needed to get to this stage in Staffordshire and Stokeon-Trent, it’s clear to see that coronavirus is still a very real threat and, even though
we are getting back to some kind of normality, we must be extremely careful still
when out and about.
The best way to remain safe throughout this pandemic is still to maintain good
handwashing, keeping at a safe distance from other people and to wear face
coverings when you’re in shops, supermarkets, on public transport or in a NHS
setting. It can be uncomfortable to wear a face covering, especially in the heat we’ve
had this week, but it really will help to protect others if you’ve got coronavirus and
don’t know it yet or don’t have symptoms. This is a huge team effort all across the
world to help tackle the spread of the virus and we are extremely grateful of the
sacrifices that you have all made and continue to make every day.
As mentioned, the weather has been extremely hot this week, and we would urge
you all to make sure that you are staying hydrated and applying sun cream when out
in the sun. Checking in on vulnerable people virtually is also really important in
weather like this – are they staying hydrated? It’s also important to stay safe in the
storms like the ones we’ve been seeing this week.
Many people may be wanting more of the sun and planning holidays. As you may
know, the government announced ‘travel corridors’, with a list of territories and
countries that people living in England could freely travel to without needing to selfisolate upon return. Many places, such as Spain, have now been taken off this list.
Anyone travelling to places not on the exemption list will have to self-isolate upon
their return for 14 days. Keep up to date with removals, here.
Winter planning has been underway across the system for a long time now, and this
includes planning for the upcoming flu season. As a system, we are currently looking
at how flu vaccinations will be delivered this year. We are asking people to complete
a short survey, telling us whether they plan on having the flu vaccination this year,
and how they think it should be delivered widely across Staffordshire and Stoke-onTrent. If you would like to have your say, please complete the short survey, here.
Please also share this survey link with your groups.
Yesterday (Thursday 13 August), we held a large online stakeholder event, looking
at the restoration and recovery plan for the local health and care system. We wanted
to find out how people thought we should move forward, given the temporary
changes to health and care services that have come about due to the pandemic, and
also ask what the impact of these service changes has been. A huge thank you goes
out to all of those who attended. Although we had a few minor issues with IT (this
was the first and largest virtual event of its kind that we have held), the feedback we
gathered was invaluable and extremely insightful. We will now be collating all this
feedback and hope to publish the findings on our website in Autumn. We will be
holding focus groups in the coming months with seldom heard groups – look out for
information about these on the website, or find out how you can get involved further,
here.

Across the Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent system the latest updates are:






All partners are reiterating the importance of following government guidelines
in places such as pubs, hairdressers and barbers. Stay at a safe distance,
wash your hands frequently and wear a face covering in hair dressers and
barbers shops
Partners are encouraging people to take part in the flu survey, which will look
at how we should be delivering the vaccination this year and how many
people are planning on having the vaccination
Healthwatch Staffordshire and Healthwatch Stoke-on-Trent are running a
survey looking at the impact of coronavirus on local people. The survey can
be found here.

Useful resources available:


Materials are available for the following campaigns:


Stay Alert to Stay Safe posters: White background easy print for face
coverings and distance



Stay Alert to Stay Safe translated posters



NHS Test and Trace posters: White background easy print for drive through
testing and self-isolate



Symptoms posters: White background easy print for taste and smell



Wearing a face mask – translations (Arabic/French/Kurdish/Lithuanian/Pashto/
Polish/Portuguese/Romanian/Russian/Spanish/Tigrinya)



Hospital mask and face covering guidance materials:
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/nhs-resourcesfacilities/resources/isolate-your-household-nhs-resources-hospital-face-masks/



Test and Trace BSL, easy read and large print formats here:
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/Test-andTrace/resources/alternativeresources/



Signposting materials with useful information on how people can contact their
GP, order repeat prescriptions and manage wellbeing and existing conditions at
home: https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/nhs-resourcesfacilities/resources/health-at-home/



Public Health England guide on how older adults can stay active at home during
coronavirus to maintain strength and balance:
https://www.twbstaffsandstoke.org.uk/publications/coronavirus/86-phe-active-athome-booklet-21-may/file



Translated information leaflets for parents with new-borns during coronavirus:
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/maternity-leaflets-translatedversions/



Mental wellbeing whilst staying at home: https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mindmatters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/



North Staffordshire Combined Healthcare NHS Trust mental health support and
advice guide: https://combined.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CombinedHealth-and-Wellbeing-Guidance-Final-Version.pdf



Guidance on shielding: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-onshielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidanceon-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19#whatdo-we-mean-by-extremely-vulnerable



Blood donation materials: https://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/how-you-can-help/getinvolved/download-digital-materials/



Useful videos during coronavirus (including British Sign Language):
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC--BwSA7YoEdcV8Jtt2nLAQ



Public Health England has updated its coronavirus guidance in light of changes
to the government’s advice and continue to ensure guidance for the public is
timely and up to date. All guidance for members of the public, as well as for
people in clinical and non-clinical settings, is published and updated regularly on
the GOV.UK collection page.

For the latest information on coronavirus, please visit the NHS and government
websites.
Together We’re Better is the partnership of NHS and local government
organisations, alongside independent and voluntary sector groups, that is
working together to transform health and care services

